Magnetic resonance imaging of the central skull base.
The central skull base is an anatomically complex region whose foundation is the sphenoid bone. It includes the sphenoid sinus, clivus, and sella turcica, as well as adjacent soft tissues such as the cavernous sinuses and nasopharynx. The central skull base may be affected by pathologies intrinsic to the sphenoid bone or by processes that arise in adjacent soft tissue and extend centrally to affect the central skull base. In general, this region is optimally imaged with magnetic resonance scanning, although in some cases computed tomography can provide complementary information. In this review, we will discuss a variety of pathologies that can affect the central skull base, such as neoplasms, infections, trauma, congenital malformations, and a variety of miscellaneous pathologies. We will discuss processes that can mimic neoplasia, such as aggressive polyposis and chronic inflammatory disease. For each pathology we will review clinical and imaging findings.